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In the article the authors analyze the retrospective aspects of the origin of Putinism in Russia, the essence
of Putinism and the dangers arising from it. The authors compare two variables — Putinism and Stalinism.
The authors assess a hypothesis that Putinism is a weak attempt to reincarnate Stalinism, which is
manifested in revisionism, territorial expansionism, clan rule, absence of the rule of law, persecution of
opponents, etc. The authors argued, that "Putinism" brought the dead bodies of journalists, civil activists,
politicians and ordinary citizens both in Russia and beyond its borders. At the same time "Putinism" has
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returned to Russian citizens the belief in a bright future and the great Russia of Soviet times. Those citizens
don’t matter that this bright future did not mean overcoming totalitarianism. Civility and defeated
totalitarianism did not bother the majority of the population. They only needed a bright and, at the same
time, rich future. These sentiments proved to be enough to create Putinism. In the paper authors stressed
that, despite everything, the vast majority of Russian citizens, including Russian liberals, who are fighting
against Putin’s regime and for the establishment of liberal values, at the same time, are not completely
free from imperialist consciousness. In the end, everyone comes to the same conclusion — the goal is
"Great Russia". Indeed, they do not like the "means", but they support the "goal". Kasparov, one of the
most decent people — "is going to protect Crimean Russians from the atrocities of the Ukrainian army".
The authors bring to light the question of the responsibility of Russian citizens in the creation of Putinism
and talks about the need to overcome imperialist consciousness on the part of Russian citizens, just as it
happened in Germany after the overthrow of fascism.

Keywords: Putinism; existential threat; autocratic leader; occupation and annexation; human rights;
Stalinism; imperialist mentality; totalitarian thinking

Dxunakeiwsini K., XeBuypiaHi A. MyTiHi3M AK ronoBHa eK3UCTeHLiliHa 3arpo3a eBponencbKii
nepcnekTtusi Pocii

Y CTaTTi aBTOPM 34iMCHIOIOTb PETPOCNEKTUBHUI aHai3 OCHOBHMX aCneKTiB 3apoAKeHHs NyTiHi3my B Pocil,
HamararoTbCA BU3HAUYUTU CYTHICTb NYTiHI3MY Ta Heb6e3neKun, AKi 3 HbOro BUNNBAOTb. ABTOPU NOPIBHIOOTb
ABi 3MiHHI — NyTiHi3M i cTaniHi3M. ABTOPM OLiHIOKOTb FiNOTe3y Npo Te, WO NyTiHi3M € cnabkoto cnpoboto
peiHKapHauii cTaniHi3my, Aka NPOABNAETLCA B PEBI3iOHI3Mi, TEpPUTOPIaNbHI eKCNaHCIi, K1TaHOBOMY NaHyBaHHi,
BiACYTHOCTI BEPXOBEHCTBA NpaBa, NepecnifyBaHHi ONOHEHTIB TOLLO. ABTOPM CTBEPANKYIOTb, LLLO «MYTiHI3M»
Hece i3 cob00 CMepTi }KypHanicTiB, FPOMaACbKMX aKTUBICTIB, NOITUKIB i NPOCTUX rpOMasnH sk B Pocii, TaK i
3a il mexkamn. BogHouac aBTopm 3a3HaYatoTh, WO «MYTiHI3M» NOBEPHYB NEBHIM YAaCTUHI POCIACbKUX TPOMaAH
BipY Y CBiTNe MalibyTHE Ta BENUKY Pocito pagaHCbKMX YaciB. BogHouac pociicbke rpoMagsaHCbKe CycninbCTBO
He 6aunTb Npobaemu B TOMY, WO 0biLAHE CBiTNE MaiOYTHE He O3HAYa€E NOLONAHHA 3a/IMLLKIB TOTaNiTapusmy.
LinsinisosaHicTb i nepemoxeHuii ToTanitapusm He Typbysanu BinblUicTb pociiicbkoro HaceneHHa. Momy
6yn0 noTpibHe NnLe cBiTne i, BogHOUac, barate MakbyTHE. LiMx HacTPOiB BUABMIOCA AOCTAaTHBO /151 CTBOPEHHS
nyTiHi3my. ABTOpU pob60THM NiAKPECNIOOTD, L0, HE3BaXKaloUM Hi Ha LLLO, NepeBaykHa BiNbLiCTb POCICBKNX
rpomazifH, y TOMy YMCAi PoCircbKi nibepanu, AKi 6optoTbes NPoTH pexkunmy MNyTiHa i 3a yTBepaKeHHA fibepanbHMx
LjiHHOCTel, BogHOYaC He NOBHICTHO Bi/IbHI Big, imnepianicTMyHoi cBigoMOCTi. 3peLuToto BCi NpMxoasaTb A0 O4HOMO
BMCHOBKY — MeTa — «Bennka Pocis». [licHo, im He noao6atoTbecs «3acobmu» NOTOUYHOT BagM, ane ix Lilkom
BNALITOBYE «MeTa». Hanpuknag, Kacnapos, oauH i3 HalinopsaaHilWnX noAen cy4acHoi pociicbKoi onosunuii —
«36MpPaEeTbCA 3aXMLLATM KPUMCBKUX POCIAH Bif, 3BiPCTB YKPAiHCbKOT apMii». ABTOPW BUCBITAIOIOTb NMUTAHHA
Mpo BiZANOBIAANIbHICTb POCIACEKUX FPOMAAAH Y CTBOPEHHI MYTiHI3MYy Ta roBOpATb NPO HEObXiAHICTb NOAONAHHA
iMmnepianicTMYHOT CBIAOMOCTI POCIMCbKMX TPOMaanH, AK Le cTanoca B HimeuunHi nicna noBaneHHs gawnsmy.
Kntouosi cnoBa: nyTiHi3M; eK3MCcTeHLiMHa 3arpo3a; camoAep kaBHUI Nnigep; oKynaLia Ta aHeKcia; npaea
NOOMHU; CTaNiHI3M; iMNepianicCTUYHA MEHTA/IbHICTb; TOTANITapHE MUCNEHHA

The term "Putinism" appeared in the Russian press on January 11, 2000, when Vladimir Putin had just started
to perform the duties of the head of the country. In an article published by Andrei Piontkovsky in the newspaper
"Sovetskaya Rossiya”, "Putinism" was defined as "the highest and final stage of thuggish capitalism ... when
democratic freedoms and human rights are denied ... the nation is “consolidated” around the hatred of some ethnic
group ... Freedom of speech is persecuted and the process of "brainwashing™ of the masses is underway... Russia is
isolated from the outside world and the process of economic degradation continues™ [1].

After Piontkovsky, many researchers became interested in the phenomenon of "Putinism". However,
"Putinism" in the broad sense appeared long before the beginning of Vladimir Putin’s rule. The peculiarity of Russian
history contributed to the formation of this phenomenon. Historically, Russia has always faced the dilemma of
creating a successful system of government that would be suited to a strong autocratic leader. Once left without a
strong hand, Russia always tended towards instability. The administration of the vast territory of this country was
much easier under a strong leader, given its unguarded borders, shrinking population, and internal structure. That is
why in the history of Russia, the era of prosperity always coincided with the arrival of a strong person as the head of
the country. Moreover, in the history of this country not a single example can be found that without an authoritarian
government, any significant, constructive transformation was carried out. We cannot remember any moment of visible
achievements in the history of Russia if it is not connected with a specific authoritarian political leader: Alexander
Nevel, Ivan the Terrible, Peter the First, Lenin, or Stalin. As soon as "weak" rulers appeared in this country, failure
and troubles came with them.

People created historical legends about Ivan the Terrible, Peter the Great and other autocrats, just to glorify
their personalities and confirm the goodness of a strong government. Historically, the people of this country have
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always sided with the leader, whether it would be Alexander Nevelli or Joseph Stalin. Along with the people, the
leaders always came against some middle class of society — boyars, nobility, officers, intelligentsia, etc. The leader in
Russia always "passed" directly to the masses. The idea of no need (or less need) for intermediate structures of society
was confirmed in people’s consciousness. In this way, a rectilinear relationship was formed: leader-mass without an
intermediate layer. This is the solid foundation of an authoritarian regime, although, as a rule, the process of changing
power has always been characterized by great chaos, which is called "Smut" in Russia. This is confirmed by the two
centuries of statistics of Russian history, during which 12 emperors of Russia were killed, and only 2 — Elizabeth and
Alexander I11 died of natural causes. 1. Peter | has been poisoned; 2. Catherine | has been poisoned; 3. Peter Il has
been frozen; 4. Anna, the daughter of John, has been poisoned; 5. John VI has been imprisoned at the age of 1 (as a
result of the coup d’état of Peter I’s daughter Elizabeth) and after 25 years of imprisonment has been shot by the order
of Catherine 1l; 6. Peter 11l has been strangled by the order of his wife Catherine II; 7. Catherine Il has been Killed
with a spear in the palace; 8. Paul I has been strangled by conspirators, among whom was his successor Alexander I; 9.
Alexander | has been lost during the journey; 10. Nicholas | disappeared without a trace (even his grave does not
exist); 11. Alexander Il has been blown up with a bomb by the "Narodovolets"; 12. Alexander 111 died of incessant
alcoholism (that is, his natural death, as we have already mentioned); 13. Nicholas Il has been shot with his whole
family in the Urals by the order of Lenin and Sverdlov [2.47].

The same thing happened again in 1924, after the death of Lenin when in the power struggle, Joseph Stalin
defeated all his rivals, led by Leon Trotsky, who has been killed after being expelled from the country. In 1953, after
Stalin’s death, Khrushchev and Lavrenti Beria opposed which ended with the death of the latter.

Over 10 years after the collapse of the Soviet Union, when Russia was in complete chaos — it lost its influence
on the satellite countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the former Soviet republics, which created a kind of buffer
around Russia when the bloody war raging in the North Caucasus threatened the final collapse of the Russian Empire,
and inflation in the country reached 84%, Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin came as the head of the government of the
Russian state. Putin, traditionally, like his political ancestors, has made a complete usurpation of power, where the
president is everything, and state institutions are practically non-existent. The government of the Russian Federation is
weak and powerless, and the parliament is a proxy. After Putin’s second four-year presidential term expired in 2008,
when he moved to the prime minister’s seat, constitutional amendments were passed that changed the presidential
term to six years instead of four, although the limit on serving two consecutive terms remained in place. In 2012, Putin
was elected for a third term, and in 2018 — for a fourth term, after which the limit of being elected twice "in a row"
expired, and again working on a new package of constitutional amendments has been begun, according to which the
previous terms of Putin’s presidency were simply "reduced to zero" and by 2024, Russians will elect Putin as if they
have never chosen him before. In this way, Vladimir Vladimirovich extended his power until 2036.

Nor is the existence of the "Silovik" (forces) clan, the main pillar of Putinism’s power, out of the context of
Russian history. The reins of political and financial power are in the hands of the "Silovics". Putin himself is a
"silovik™ and his espionage past is no secret to anyone. More than 20 main federal agencies of Russia are controlled by
siloviki. They are former employees of the Federal Security Service, militia, army, national guard and other law
enforcement agencies. Putin’s coming to power is often called a "Chekist coup"”, which means that at the time Boris
Yeltsin did not leave of his own free will, bringing Putin to power was a pre-planned operation, and the "Siloviks"
created his public image, which ultimately ended in an internal coup and Putin’s presidency.

The concentration of power in the hands of one person and the formation of the cult of Putin returned the
feeling of "pride™ and "dignity" to a part of Russian citizens, making them feel that the Kremlin is still strong and that
the Soviet Union can exist in some other form. At a certain stage, Putin’s rule had economic successes, which
strengthened this feeling even more. "Pride” and "dignity"”, in addition to the Russian citizen, were also regained by
the Russian state as well. It was able to occupy the territories of neighbouring countries, recognize some of them as
independent states, declare some of them as its own land, and only establish effective control over several of them.
The bureaucratic machine of the state and the media under the control of the Kremlin tried to present Putin as a
"national hero" who was able to "put Russia on its feet" and "return its dignity" after the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Attempts to glorify him sometimes go so far as to present the state and Putin as equivalent concepts.

According to many researchers, in the 21st century "Putinism" is a term with the same meaning as "Stalinism"
was in the 20th century. "Putinism" is largely nourished by its nostalgia and strives for its reincarnation. This manifests
itself in revisionism, territorial expansionism, clan rule, absence of the legal state, persecution of opponents, etc.
In foreign policy, "Putinism" actively romanticizes the Soviet past. In the prism of Putinism, the Soviet Union was the
strongest superpower that created a balance in the bipolar world and represented a worthy opponent for the West, and
primarily for the United States of America. Today, Putin is trying to partially correct the "greatest geopolitical catastrophe
of the 20th century", become an accountable power and create a new reality. Over the 22 years, a cult of personality
similar to "Stalinism" was gradually formed, which separated Russia from the civilized world for a long time.

In the popular French weekly magazine "L’express" under the title — "Putinism — a kleptocracy of thugs who
pretend to be civilized people™" an interview with Princeton University (USA) professor Steven Kotkin is published, in
which he compares Putin and Stalin and notes that Joseph Stalin belongs to the small group of despots who sow death, in
which, apart from him, Adolf Hitler and Mao Zedong are included. Compared to them, Vladimir Putin is a less important
figure. The intention to rebuild the Soviet Union is beyond his capabilities. Perhaps in Russia’s "pantheon of great men"
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he wanted to occupy a place between Joseph Stalin, Alexander the First and Peter the Great. Peter the Great defeated the
Swedish king Karl XII and obtained for Russia the "window to Europe" (exit to Europe through the Baltic Sea) and
turned the empire into the arbiter of European affairs; Alexander | defeated Napoleon Bonaparte and occupied Paris;
Joseph Stalin won over Reichsfiithrer Adolf Hitler and occupied Berlin. And Vladimir Putin will remain only the person
who invaded Ukraine and unsuccessfully tried to occupy Kyiv, killed many civilians, destroyed many historical
monuments and symbols of Slavic culture, which at the same time are symbols of Russian culture as well.

Vladimir Putin will be remembered for generations as a ruler who wanted Ukraine back under Russian
influence, but instead helped consolidate the Ukrainian nation and push them westward; The Russian president will be
remembered as the leader who wanted to break up NATO, but in the end, he strengthened the ranks of NATO and
revived the alliance in a way that has not been seen since the rule of Joseph Stalin; Vladimir Putin will enter the
history books as a leader who, by his actions, but at the same time against his will, questioned the stability of the
Russian state. Sure, he can present himself as a winner, but his mistakes will remain as mistakes, and he will always
have a reputation as a Killer [3].

In the era of Putin, although the power of the state has returned, the average Russian citizen has not received
much, not even the minimum standard of welfare — like the level of social guarantees and well-being that existed in
the Soviet era. He accepted only Soviet Union-like governance, violent state, clans, usurpation of power, censorship,
and the absence of human rights, persecution of opponents — Boris Nemtsov, the most active critic of the Kremlin, was
killed by the Kremlin walls on February 27, 2015; Alexei Navalny is still serving his sentence on absurd charges;
Various organizations are given the status of "foreign agents” and their activities are prohibited; Ex-agents who fled
the country (Litvinenko, Skripals) are persecuted, poisoned and killed. Russian media is almost completely usurped.
Russia is considered one of the most dangerous countries in the world for journalistic activity. In the first year of
coming to power, 19 journalists were killed in Russia, in total, under Putin’s rule — their number is counted in the
hundreds. One of the most high-profile cases was the murder of Anna Politkovskaya on October 7, 2006.
Significantly, not only weapons are used to Kill journalists, but also different types of poison.

Ultimately, "Putinism" brought the dead bodies of journalists, civil activists, politicians and ordinary citizens
both in Russia and beyond its borders. But at the same time, "Putinism" has returned Russian citizens the belief in a
bright future and the great Russia of Soviet times. It is okay that this bright future did not mean overcoming
totalitarianism. Civility and defeated totalitarianism did not bother the majority of the population. They only needed a
bright and, at the same time, rich future. These sentiments proved to be enough to create Putinism. Today, Putinism is
the only choice of Russian citizens, which is clearly seen in the assessment of the speaker of the State Duma,
Vyacheslav Volodin: "Today, when we look at the challenges and threats that the world is facing, oil and gas are not
our preference. As we have seen, the prices of both of them, oil and gas, could fall. Our priority is Mr Putin and we are
obliged to protect him." [1].

Unfortunately, the consciousness of the Russian statistician person has not changed even in the 21st century.

In May 2022, "Levadi Center" conducted a study to measure the "temperature of society" in Russia. Here is an
extract from the report: "Compared to last year, the number of respondents who notice fatigue, confusion, loneliness,
shame, fear and despair in themselves and other fellow citizens has decreased sharply. Thus, the number of those who
developed hope, self-confidence and pride, increased dramatically. In particular, 36% of Russian citizens are proud of
their people (last year — 17%), and 13% feel resentment (last year — 23%) [4].

Based on this, we can conclude that a significant part of Russian citizens like war, at least it seems to satisfy
them, and such brutality as happened in Bucha does not prevent them from "feeling proud of their people™.

In our opinion, it is very important to understand that, despite everything, the vast majority of Russian citizens,
including Russian liberals, who are fighting against Putin’s regime and for the establishment of liberal values, at the
same time, are not completely free from imperialist consciousness. In the end, everyone comes to the same
conclusion — the goal is "Great Russia". Indeed, they do not like the "means", but they support the "goal". Kasparov,
one of the most decent people — "is going to protect Crimean Russians from the atrocities of the Ukrainian army";
Khodorkovsky says in an interview after leaving prison that he is fighting to enslave Chechnya; Novgorodsev goes to
work on the Medvedchuk Canal; Latynina is going to build some "new Russia" in Ukraine. Journalist Luba Sobol
quotes Navalny, "Crimea is not a sandwich that can be returned" [5]. We can cite many such examples from the
history of Russian political thought.

Therefore, | believe that the main problem of Russia is its imperialism. The imperialist mentality is so deeply
rooted in all levels of the Russian psyche that it will take decades for Russia to turn into a friendly power for its
neighbours. Russian society must go through a long and difficult path of healing from imperialism, they must take
responsibility for the creation, support and promotion of Putinism, to be able to enter the ranks of civilized nations,
just as happened in the case of Germany. | completely agree with the assessment expressed in the letter written by
Stepan Bandera, a Ukrainian freedom fighter in 1950, where if we replace the word "Bolshevism" with "Putinism",
we get a psychological picture of modern Russia.

"This would not be possible, writes Bandera, — if the West had not accepted and propagated the illusion that the
Russian people and Bolshevik (Putinist) imperialism are two different things, that the Russian people, are not its
carriers, but are only victims, that the majority of the Russian people can be turned to the struggle against Bolshevism
(Putinism) as an ally of the West...
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There is only one Russia— imperialist, and it will be so until Russian imperialism (Putinism) is emptied,
broken, and the Russian people are not cured of it with the awareness that its imperialism brings the most trouble to
Russia, in the form of victims, suffering and decline. There is still a long way to go, now the Russian people are
obsessed with imperialism like never before." [5] — 72 years have passed since these words were written, and we see
that nothing has changed, it doesn’t matter whether it is tsarism or Nep, Leninism or Stalinism, communism or
Putinism — as long as the Russian people are carriers of the imperialist virus, they will always be its victims at the
same time. We should never think that totalitarianism is a thing of the past and will never happen again. Russian
totalitarianism, symbolized by Putinism, has not gone anywhere; When a person surrenders his freedom to someone
else or gives up his freedom for the sake of comfort when there is no personal development and the formation of
personal dignity, there will always be a chance of totalitarianism and the danger of the emergence of a new Putinism.
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Y cTaTTi 06r'PyHTOBAHO, LLLO KOPOHABIPYCHa NaHAEMISA, LLLO BUHUKAQ MalixKe 3 POKM TOMY, CYTTEBO 3MiHMNA
CBIiTOBMI NONITUYHMIA NOPALOK B LLINOMY Ta MOro CKNafoBi, 30Kpema. MeToto CTaTTi € BUSHAYEHHA BNAUBY
naHAeMmii Ha CBITOBMI NONITUYHWNIA NPOLLEC Ta NPUIMHATTA BiANOBIAHMX NOAITUYHUX pilleHb Woa0 60poTbbu
3 unm asuem. lNMpegmetTom AOCNIAKEHHA € NONITUYHI 3aX0AM | OKpeMi NONITUYHI aCNeKTH, TaKi AK
NONITUYHA penpe3eHTaLis, 0BrpyHTYBaHHA NPUAHATUX OOMEKYBANbHMX 3aX0AiB, KOHLEHTPALLA BNaaM i
OMO3MULiMHI 3aABW, AKi CTAa/IM HEBIA EMHOI YaCTMHOW 60POTLOM 3 NOLWMPEHHAM KOPOHABMPYCHOM iHeKLUi.
3pob6aeHo aHani3 NoAITUYHUX NpobsiemM | TeHAEHLN, SIKi CNIPOBOKYBaAMU Pi3Ky 3MiHY NOAITUYHOT
CNPAMOBAHOCTI Ha perioHanbHOMY i CBITOBOMY PiBHi. [lnA AOCATHEHHA METU BUKOPUCTOBYETLCA KOMMNAEKC
HaYKOBO-A0CNIAHUX METOAIB, AKUWA [03BOINB BUABUTU MPUUNHHO-CNiAYI 3B’A3KM Ta IX HacAigKu.
Pe3ynbTaTi NpoBeAEHOro A0CNIAXKEHHA MOKa3ykoTb, WO aMbilil AesKux NoNiTUKIB 103BONAIOTb
nopisHOBaTN ePeKTU KOPOHABMPYCHOM NaHAeMii 3 Hacnigkamum [pyroi cBiTOBOI BilHM, WO Beae

[0 CNOTBOPEHOTO CNPUNHATTA NONITUYHUX AN, KOHLEHTPYBAHHA BAAAM i, AK HACAILOK, NPUAYLLIEHHA
AEeMOKPaTUYHUX NPUHLUMNIB, BiNbLUilt AOBipi aBTOPUTAPHUM PEXKMMAM, L0 0COHAMBO HAOUYHO Ha NpPUKAaAi
pAdy asiaTCbKUX | NOCTPaAAHCbKUX AeprKaB, Takux Ak Kutan, AsepbaigykaH, Pocisa, KasaxctaH i T. 4.
Moka3aHo, WO po/ib ONO3ULLT € OAHIEIO 3 KNHOYOBUX B AHOMY KOHTEKCTI, MPUKAAA0M HOro C/YXKaTb CUTyaLi
B Yexii Ta Itanii, 4e akymyntoBaHHA AOMiIHYHOYOI NOMITUYHOI BIAAM YKYMi 3 NepeBaXKatoyolo mesia/ibHoi
penpe3seHTaLji€lo NpUBenn 40 pAay HENOCNiIAOBHUX PilleHb, WO KOLWTYBAIM BAAAI TUCAY NHOACLKUX KUTTIB.
Lli acneKTu BKa3yloTb Ha Te, L0 3a YaciB KOPOHaBIpPYCHOI KpM3KM AepXKaBu NPOCTO HE MOXKYTb J03BONTU CObI
YXUAATUCA B NONITUYHY NponaraHay, abo » NPUXoBYBaTU CBOI HAMiPM 33 MONYAICTCBKUMM racnamm.
BucHOBKM, 3pobieHi B poboTi, KopentotoTb 3 pe3y/ibTaToM NONITUYHUX Ae6aTiB MixK HalbinbL
MOCTPaXKAa MMM Bif, KOPOHABMpPYca KpaiHammM. O4YeBUAHOK CTAaE HEOOXIAHICTb 3aXMLLATU HaLliOHaNbHI
iHTEpecH, He YeKaruM MOXKINBOI KOHCONIAAL,T 3 OOKY 30BHILLHIX CTPATErYHUX NapTHEPIB.

Kntouosi cnosa: KopoHaBsipyc, NnaHAeMmia, NoNITUKa, NONITUYHA ONO3MLiA, KOHCOMIAALIA BNaay,
ABTOPUTAPHUIN peXUM, LEMOKPATIA, 0BMeKyBasbHI 3aX04M, NONITUYHA penpeseHTau,is.
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