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A new wave of military invasion of Russia to Ukraine in 2022 became the event that significantly changed
the European political and legal landscape as well as impacted economic and cultural life in all European
countries and the EU in general in context of perspectives of the EU — Ukraine relations. Therefore,

an issue of the Ukrainian crime and corresponding crime prevention policy is to be included in the agenda
of the EU — Ukraine relations both for the short and long-term perspective.

Consequently, this article is focused on further analysis of crime rates in Ukraine in the light

of corresponding crime statistics for the period of January 2013 — August 2022 being based on official data
from the Office of General Prosecutor.

The article is a continuation of the author’s research focused on crime rates in Ukraine in wartime period and
impacts of the 2022 period of the Russian aggression against Ukraine on the Ukrainian criminal justice system.
Having summarized up presented above ideas, we have come to the following conclusions that reflect
the state of things within the wartime Ukrainian criminal justice system.

Crime statistics for August 2022 proved our previous preliminary conclusions of the subject of crime
trends in Ukraine. It was August 2022 that changed the general picture of the crime trends in Ukraine.
Firstly, it concerns with crimes committed with the use of firearms and explosives. Our fears that
“saturation” the Ukrainian society with firearms would lead to increasing criminality seem to have
grounds. More grounded conclusions will be drawn later, at least based on crime statistics for the period
of 9 months of 2022. Nevertheless, already demonstrated increase in crimes with the use of firearms and
explosives put on the agenda an issue of safety and security.

Much more interesting issue is one of drug-related offences in Ukraine. It is surprising that the 2022 Russian
invasion to Ukraine has not ‘cut’ crime trends in the area of illegal possession and use of drugs. In contrast,
official data demonstrate that the wartime period is associated with increasing of drug-related crimes

in Ukraine.

As far military crimes and war crimes are concerned, corresponding crime rates are expectedly rising

in the light of the continuous aggression of Russia against Ukraine.

General conclusion on the crime trends in Ukraine is concerned with the fact that both criminality

and law-enforcement bodies as well as citizen have become adapted to conditions and restriction

of the wartime period.

Keywords: Crime rates, criminality, wartime Ukraine

AiryHos . B., NoniTMKa 3ano6iraHHA 3N104MHHOCTI B YKpaiHi y CBiTAI CTaTUCTUKKM 3/1I0MUHHOCTI

3a Bicim micauis 2022 poKy

HoBa xBuns BilicbkoBoro BToprHeHHaA Pocii B YKpaiHy y 2022 poui cTana noaieto, Aka CyTTEBO 3MiHMANA
€BPONENCbKUIA NONITUYHMI Ta NPaBOBUIN NaHAWAdT, @ TAKOXK BMNJIMHY/IA HA EKOHOMIYHE Ta KY/IbTYpHE KUTTA
B YCix KpaiHax €Esponu Ta EC 3arasioM y KOHTEKCTi nepcnekTns BigHOCMH EC — YKpaiHa. Tomy NUTaHHA
YKpaiHCbKOI 3104MHHOCTI Ta BiANOBIAHOI NONITUKKM 3anobiraHHA 31I04MHHOCTI MatoTb ByTH BKAOYEHI

00 NopAAKY AEeHHOrO BigHOCMH EC — YKpaiHa AK HA KOPOTKOCTPOKOBY, TaK i HA AOBrOCTPOKOBY NEPCMEeKTMBY.
BignosigHoO uA cTaTTA NPUCBAYEHA NOAANLLLIOMY aHaNi3y NOKA3HMKIB 3/1I04MHHOCTI B YKpAiHi y CBIiTAi
BiZANOBIAHOI CTaTUCTUKM 3/I04MHHOCTI 3a Nepiog, civeHb 2013 poKky — cepneHb 2022 pPOKy Ha OCHOBI
odiuinHux gaHmx Odicy NeHepanbHOro NPoKypopa.

CTaTTA € NPOAOBKEHHAM aBTOPCbKOIO AOCNIAXKEHHA MOKA3HMKIB Ta TEHAEHLUIN 3N104MHHOCTI B YKpaiHi

Y BOEHHUI NepioA Ta BNAMBY nepioAy BiliHM 2022 pOKy Ha cUCTEMY KPMMIHaNbHOT loCTULiT YKpaiHu.
Y3aranbHWBLUM BUKAALEHI BULLLE iAel, MM AiNWAN HACTYNMHUX BUCHOBKIB, AIKi Big0bparkatoTb CTaH peyel

Y KpMMiHaNbHIM tocTuuii YKpaiHu yacis BiliHUM (nepioay 2022 poky).

KpumiHanbHa cTaTucTmKa 3a cepneHb 2022 poKy 3HaYHOIO MipOIo NiATBEPAMIA Halli monepeaHi BUCHOBKM

©Yagunov D. V., 2022
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LLLOA0 NUTAHHSA TEHAEHUiM 3N104MHHOCTI B YKpaiHi. Aarke came cepneHb 2022 poKy CYTTEBO 3MiHUB
3arajibHy KapTUHY TEHAEHLi 3104MHHOCTI B YKpaiHi.

Mo-nepLue, Le CTOCYETbCA 3/104MHIB, BUMHEHMUX i3 3aCTOCYBAaHHAM BOrHenaAbHoi 36poi Ta BUBYX0BUX
peyoBmH. Hawwi nobotoBaHHSA, WO KHACMYEHHA» YKPATHCbKOro CycnisibCTBA BOrHEMaIbHO 30pOEt0
npusBese A0 3pOCTaHHA 3/I0MMHHOCTI, 303€TbCA, BUNpaBaanuca. binbw obrpyHToBaHi BUCHOBKM ByayTb
3pobneHi nisHiwe, NpMHaNMHI Ha OCHOBI CTaTUCTUKM 3/I0MMHHOCTI 33 9 micauis 2022 poky. MpoTe BXKe
NPOAEMOHCTPOBAHE 3POCTAaHHA 3/I04MHIB i3 3aCTOCYBaHHAM BOrHeNasibHOI 36poi Ta BUBYXOBMX PEHOBUH
CTaBUTb HAa NOPAAOK LEHHWUIN NUTaHHA Be3neku.

HabaraTo uikaBilLMM NUTAHHAM € KPMMiHA/IbHI NPAaBOMOPYLUEHHA, NOB A3aHi 3 HAPKOTUKAMM B YKpPaiHi.
[MBHO, WO pocilicbKe BTOPrHeHHA B YKpaiHy y 2022 poui He «3pi3ano» TeHAeHLUiT 3104MHHOCTI y chepi
He3aKoHHOro 36epiraHHA Ta BXUBaHHA HAaPKOTKKIB. HaTomicTb odililiHi AaHi cBiAYaTb NPO Te, WO BOEHHUN
nepios Nos’s3aHuni i3 3pOCTaHHAM 3/1I04MHHOCTI, NOB’A3aHOT 3 HAPKOTUKAMM.

LLLo cTocy€eTbCA BiICbKOBUX 3/104MHIB Ta BINCbKOBMX 3/104MHIB, TO BiAMNOBIAHI MOKa3HMKM 3/I04UHHOCTI
OYiKyBaHO 3pOCTAtOTh Y CBiTAi TPUBaAtOUOI arpecii Pocii npoTn YKpaiHu, wo A0BoAUTLCA BiANOBIAHMMM
CTaTUCTUYHUMU SAHUMMN.

3arasibHWI1 BUCHOBOK LLLOAO TEHAEHLLiM PO3BUTKY 3/I04MHHOCTI B YKPAiHi NOAAraE B TOMY, LLLO AK 3/1I04UHHICTb,
TaK i NPaBOOXOPOHHI OpraHu, a TaKOX rPOMAAAHN a4anTyBanCA A0 YMOB Ta O6MeXKeHb BOEHHOTO Yacy.
Kntouosi cnosa: [MoKa3HUKM 3N10YMHHOCTI, 3N04YNHHICTb, YKpaiHa nig, Yac BiiHK

Introduction

As we previously noted, a new wave of military invasion of Russia to Ukraine in 2022 became the event that
significantly changed the European political and legal landscape as well as impacted economic and cultural life in all
European countries and the EU in general in context of perspectives of the EU — Ukraine relations.

Therefore, an issue of the Ukrainian crime and corresponding crime prevention policy is to be included in the
agenda of the EU — Ukraine relations both for the short and long-term perspective.

Consequently, this article is focused on further analysis of crime rates in Ukraine in the light of corresponding
crime statistics for the period of January 2013 — August 2022 being based on official data from the Office of General
Prosecutor.

The article is a continuation of the author’s research focused on crime rates in Ukraine in wartime period and
impacts of the 2022 period of the War on the criminal justice system of Ukraine.

General picture

According to official data from the Office of General Prosecutor, 244801 crimes have been committed
in Ukraine for eight months of 2022 with corresponding opening criminal proceedings. At the same time, concrete
suspects had been found in 80378 criminal proceedings.

The number of crimes committed for the period of eight months 2021 was approximately the same as with
a period of eight months of 2022 — 247401 crimes. The only difference is that the number of criminal proceedings
with concrete suspects in 2021 was much bigger — 114919 criminal proceedings (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Crimes committed in Ukraine during eight months of 2021 and 2022

The number of crimes committed in August 2022 was the biggest as compared with the rest of months of 2022.
What is important is that the number of crimes committed in July and August 2022 was even bigger that those
committed in pre-war months (January — February 2022) (Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Crimes registered in Ukraine (2022, by month)

The total number of crimes committed in Ukraine for the period of eight months of 2022, which is presented
in the Figure 3 below, demonstrates that total crime rate has increased after the 2022 Russian military aggression.
As previously, three basis conclusions concerning the Ukrainian criminality for the last nine years could be drawn
from presented data:

1) having more or less stable total crime rate during 2013 — 2016, there had been a stable and permanent
decrease from 2016 until the 2022 Russian invasion started;

2) having stable total crime detection rate during 2013 — 2021, there had been a rapid decrease of total crime
detection rate from the beginning of the 2022 Russian invasion;

3) from the middle of 2022, the crime rates started growing again that proves a thesis that criminality had
adapted to the wartime conditions (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Crimes committed in Ukraine (January 2013 — August 2022)

A facultative conclusion that could be drawn is that a ratio between committed crimes and detected suspects
has a stable trend towards decreasing until the 2022 Russian invasion (Figure 4).

The 2016 indicator (3,71), which was an exclusion from the general rule, could be partly explained with
instability of political institutions after the 2014 Revolution and with a reform of the National Police Service
of Ukraine where the new police force came into force in 2015.

General conclusion is that the 2022 Russian military invasion to Ukraine deeply influenced the Ukrainian
criminal justice system and undermined its institutions.

Crimes against human life and health

For the period of eight months of 2022, 29603 crimes against human life and health were committed in Ukraine.

Again, we can observe how the 2022 Russian invasion to Ukraine “cut” the number of crimes against human
life and health in March 2022 because of the mentioned above reasons.

Nevertheless, in July 2022, the number of crimes against human life and health, previously dropped in March
2022, has reached the level of January (Figure 5).

A special attention should be paid to the statistics on intentional homicides where, as it was stressed earlier,
number of homicides committed by Russian soldiers and officers was partly incorporated into general number of all
crimes of the same type.
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Figure 5. Crimes against human life and health (2022, by month)

At the same time, having approximately the same number of suspects for the 8 months of each year (2021 and
2022) , we can point at the fact that every 4th criminal was detected having committed this gravy crime for the period
of eight months of 2021. In contrast, only every 17th criminal was detected for the period of 8 months 2022 what
demonstrates the weakness of the national criminal justice system in the wartime (Figure 6).
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Figure 6. Intentional homicide (eight months of 2021 and 2022)

Minor crimes against human health

Here, we present crime statistics of all minor crimes against human health committed in 2013 — 2022 (statistics
of 2020 - 2022 includes data on minor crimes and minor offences against health, according to Article 12
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (“Classification of criminal offences ")) (Figure 7).
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Figure 7. Minor crimes and offences against health (January 2012 — August 2022)

Comparison of the crime rates for eight months of 2021 and 2022 demonstrates that during the wartime the
Ukrainian criminal justice system factually has been ignoring minor crimes and offences against human health in the
light of more serios dangers for citizen and challenges for the State (Figure 8).
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Figure 8. Minor crimes and offences against health (eight months of 2021 and 2022)

Zero registered minor crimes and minor offences against human health in March 2022 proves more than
persuasively the priorities of the Ukrainian criminal justice system during the first months of the 2022 Russian
invasion (Figure 9).
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Figure 9. Minor crimes and offences against health (2022, by month)

Crimes of forcible disappearance

At the same time, the number of crimes against will, honor and dignity of a person has increased significantly.

The increase can be explained by a broader use of Article 146-1 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (“Forcible
disappearance™). In 2022 (first eight months), 1112 offenses were recorded, compared to 56 crimes in 2021 (the whole
year) and 69 crimes in 2020 (the whole year).
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The crime statistics show that starting from April 2022, up to 400 crimes of forcible disappearance is registered
in Ukraine every month (Figure 10).
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Figure 10. Crimes of forcible disappearance in Ukraine (2022, by month)

Drug-related crimes

Situation with drug-related crimes partly has refuted shaped before thesis that the 2022 Russian military
invasion to Ukraine “cut” crime statistics.

Such a situation is explained quiet easily: drugs are another matter and a big business for policemen (Figure

11).
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Figure 11. Drug-related crimes (eight months of 2021 and 2022)

Moreover, the 2022 crime statistics show that the number of drug-related crimes for the period of wartime eight
months of 2022 appears even bigger than the number of the same crimes for the whole relatively ‘peacetime’ 2015 or
2016.

Moreover, we can expect that the number of drug-related crimes in 2022 could be bigger for the period of the
last 10 years (Figure 12).
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Figure 12. Drug-related crimes (January 2021 - August 2022)
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Additionally, it should be noted that the wartime period shows stable increase in numbers of drug-related
crimes (Figure 13).
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Figure 13. Drug-related crimes (2022, by month)

Offenses against of military service (Military crimes)

Expectedly, the number of crimes against of military service (military crimes) also increased significantly.
The increase was due to purely wartime Articles of the Criminal Code of Ukraine — Article 407 (“Abandoning
a military unit or place of service”), Article 408 (“Desertion”) and Article 402 of the Criminal Code (“Disobedience”).

For example, for the period of eight months of 2022, 6998 military crimes had been registered in the Office
of General Prosecutor.

The Figure 14 shows that increasing of the personnel of the Military Forces of Ukraine expectedly led
to increasing of crimes committed by Ukrainian military officers and soldiers (Figure 14).
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Figure 14. Crimes against military service (2022, by month)

A special stress is paid to number of crimes of absence without leave from a military unit or place of service
(Article 407 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine). The main conclusion is that the number of registered crimes has
increased (although not significantly, see the data, for example, of 2015) parallel to the decrease of identified suspects
(Figure 15).

Partly the same could be said about more gravy crime — desertion (Article 408 of the Criminal Code of
Ukraine) where the number of mention crimes has increased.

On the other hand, the period of eight months of 2022 shows a very interesting trend concerned with a law
level of giving of notes of suspicion to concrete suspects. For example, in 2014, a ratio between registered crimes and
suspects was 1,4. In 2015, the same ration was 1,1. As far as the first eight month of 2022 is concerned, the same ratio
was 11,6 (Figure 16).

No fewer interesting conclusions could be drawn from the use of Article 426-1 (Excess of power or official
authority by a military official). While in 2016, 65 crimes had been registered with 17 suspects, in 2022 we can
observe increasing distance between number of crimes (Figure 17).
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Property Crimes
For the period of eight months of 2022, 77970 property crimes had been registered in Ukraine.
The table below presents the number of property crimes registered every month in 2022 (Figure 18).
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Figure 18. Property crimes (2022, by month)

The table below presents the number of thefts registered in the first eight months of 2022 (Figure 19).
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Figure 19. Theft (eight months of 2021 and 2022)

The table below presents the number of aggravated robberies registered in the first eight months of 2022
(Figure 20).
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Figure 20. Aggravated robbery (eight months of 2021 and 2022)

Crimes Committed with Firearms
While analyzing crimes committed with the use of firearms, it could be expected that crime rates resulted from

illegal use of firearms would extremely be rising after February 2022.
Nevertheless, the official crime statistics from the Office of General Prosecutor partly refutes such a

presumption.

36



BicHuK [loHeubKOro HalioHanbHOro yHiBepcuTety imeHi Bacunsa Cryca, Cep.: MoniTUuHi HayKku ¢ 2022 7

Yes, it is obvious that the number of crimes committed with weapons has seriously risen for the eight months
of 2022 comparing even with the whole year of 2021 (Figure 21).
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Figure 21. Crimes committed with firearms (eight months of 2021 and 2022)

On the other hand, the Ukrainian history knows examples when number of crimes with weapons was higher
even in peacetime (2014, 2015) (Figure 22).
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Figure 22. Crimes committed with firearms (January 2013 — August 2022)

Official crime statistics from the Office of General Prosecutor had not proved the hypothesis that ‘saturation’
of the Ukrainian society with firearms during the first days of the 2022 Russian invasion would lead to increase
of number of crimes concerned with illegal use of firearms until August 2022.

In contrast, crime statistics for August 2022 have demonstrated a rapid increase of crimes committed with
the use of firearms (Figure 23, Figure 24, Figure 25, Figure 26, Figure 27, Figure 28, Figure 29, Figure 30).
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Figure 23. Intentional homicide (eight months of 2021 and 2022)
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Figure 24. Intentional homicide (January 2013 — August 2022)

The same could be said about intentional serious bodily harm committed with firearms.
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Figure 25. Intentional serious bodily harm committed
with firearms (eight months of 2021 and 2022)
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Figure 26. Intentional serious bodily harm committed
with firearms (January 2013 — August 2022)
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The table below contains data on number of aggravated robberies committed with the use of firearms and
numbers of suspects in corresponding criminal proceedings (Table 27).
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Figure 27. Aggravated robberies (eight months of 2021 and 2022)
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Figure 28. Aggravated robberies with firearms (January 2021 — August 2022)

The table below contains data on number of crimes committed with the use of explosives and numbers of
suspects in corresponding criminal proceedings (Table 29).
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Figure 29. Crimes with the use of exclusives (eight months of 2021 and 2022)
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Figure 30. Crimes with the use of exclusives (January 2021 — August 2022)

Crimes against Peace, Security of Mankind and International Legal order (War Crimes)

According to official data of the Office of General Prosecutor, as of the end of August 2022, the Ukrainian
authorities are investigating 31307 cases of suspected war crimes committed after Russia’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine on February 24, 2022.

That means that after the 2022 Russian full-scale invasion more that 5000 war crimes are registered in Ukraine
every month (Figure 31).
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Figure 31. War crimes (2022, by month)
Sex Crimes

As crime statistics show, the wartime has impacted the crime rates concerned with sex crimes in Ukraine.
Yes, it is obvious that data for the period of eight months 2022 show a decrease in sex crimes (Figure 32,
Figure 33, Figure 34).
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Figure 32. Sex crimes (eight months 2012 and 2022)
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Figure 33. Sex crimes (January 2013 — August 2022)

Nevertheless, we cannot say that broadly implemented wartime restrictions led to serious decreasing
of sex crimes in Ukraine.
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Figure 34. Sex crimes (2022, by month)

The same could be said relating to rapes where crime statistics show only a particular decrease (Figure 35).
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Figure 35. Rape (January 2013 — August 2022)

As official crime statistics show, monthly number of rapes committed in 2022 was not affected
with wartime restrictions (Figure 36).
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Figure 36. Rape (2022, by month)

Family violence crime
The same could be said concerning family violence crimes which decreased significantly (Figure 37, Figure 38,
Figure 39).
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Figure 37. Family violence crimes (eight months of 2021 and 2022)
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Figure 38. Family violence crimes (January 2013 — August 2022)

Nevertheless, every month from the beginning of the 2002 Russian invasion to Ukraine demonstrates
an increase in family violence crimes (Figure 39).

Hooliganism

No less interesting for the aims of the analysis of the criminological situation in Ukraine is the crime of
hooliganism (according to Article 296 Criminal Code of Ukraine — a serious disturbance of the public order based on
motives of explicit disrespect to community in a most outrageous or exceptionally cynical manner) which can be used
as an example of impacts of harsh wartime restrictions with curfews, military and the police patrols as well as
roadblocks on normal social life.
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Figure 39. Family violence crimes (2022, by month)

Generally concluding, crimes of hooliganism had had a permanent trend to decreasing for the last nine years
where the 2021 restrictions resulted from the COVID pandemic should be also noted.

In 2022, a particular decrease of acts of hooliganism should be considered as a result of the next Russian
military invasion. If in 2021 crimes of hooliganism were widely prevented by closing public spaces (shopping centres,
cinemas, public transport etc.), the COVID pandemic was almost ‘forgotten’ by general population in the beginning

of 2022. Accordingly, the end of February 2022 has led to harsher physical restrictions of possible actions aimed
at violation of public order (Figure 40).
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Figure 40. Hooliganism (January 2013 — August 2022)

On the other hand, number of crimes of hooliganism almost disappeared from social life in February — March
2022, appeared again in April 2022 with a trend to increasing. Correspondingly, such a trend should be considered
an indicator of conditional stabilization of social life in Ukraine mostly in areas far from the frontline (Figure 41).
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Figure 41. Hooliganism (2022, by month)
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The Prison System and Probation

The Ukrainian prison system appeared not ready to Russian invasion; prison administrations affected by the
war were not ready to face military aggression. Thus, the evacuation of prisoners had led to violations of the prison
regime, torture, inhuman treatment and violation of private and family life due to tensions between staff and prisoners.

Nevertheless, the Ukrainian prison system did not face the increased number of prison riots and other forms of
illegal actions aimed at disorganization of corrections in 2022: one crime of mentioned type was registered in
February 2022 and one crime was registered in July 2022 where no suspects were found in both cases.

A comparative analysis of numbers of this type of crime committed in previous years can prove that enough
restrictive measures implemented by prison administration during the wartime led to decrease of any similar illegal
actions (Figure 42).
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Figure 42. Disorganization of corrections (January 2013 — August 2022)

Obviously, the chaos of the first days of the Russian invasion affected the prison system to a large extent what
caused the bigger number of escapes of prisoners from different types of prison establishments (Figure 43).
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Figure 43. Escape from places of detention (2022, by month)

The number of escaped prisoners for the eight months of 2022 is bigger than in previous years but not yet so
sufficient as compared with 2013 — 2019 (Figure 44).
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Figure 44. Escape from places of detention (January 2013 — August 2022)
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Probation service
The table below presents the number of avoidances of community punishment registered every month
(January — August) in 2022 (Figure 45).
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Figure 45. Avoidance of community punishment (2022, by month)

The table below presents the number of avoidances of community punishment registered in 2013 — 2022
(Figure 46).
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Figure 46. Avoidance of community punishment (January 2013 — August 2022)

Conclusions

Having summarized up presented above ideas, we have come to the following conclusions that reflect the state
of things within the wartime Ukrainian criminal justice system.

Crime statistics for August 2022 supported to a large extent our previous preliminary conclusions of the subject
of crime trends in Ukraine.

It was August 2022 that changed the general picture of the crime trends in Ukraine.

Firstly, it concerns with crimes committed with the use of firearms and explosives. Our preliminary fears that
“saturation” the Ukrainian society with firearms and explosives would lead to increasing criminality seem to have
grounds. More grounded conclusions will be drawn later, at least based on crime statistics for the period of 9 months
of 2022. Nevertheless, already demonstrated increase in crimes with the use of firearms and explosives put on the
agenda an issue of safety and security in the Ukrainian society.

Much more interesting issue is one of drug-related offences in Ukraine. It is surprising that the 2022 Russian
invasion to Ukraine has not ‘cut’ crime trends in the area of illegal possession and use of drugs. In contrast, official
data demonstrate that the wartime period is associated with increasing of drug-related crimes.

As far military crimes and war crimes are concerned, corresponding crime rates are expectedly rising
in the light of the continuous aggression of Russia against Ukraine.

General conclusion on the crime trends in Ukraine is concerned with the fact that both criminality
and law-enforcement bodies as well as citizen have become adapted to conditions and restriction
of the wartime period.
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